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bourgeois constitution, the rulers of Austria and Russia had
no further motive for bolstering up German " security" ;
and Alexander III had long been coming to the conclusion
that the Reinsurance Treaty was paralysing Russia for the
benefit of Germany. Moreover, neither Bismarck nor anyone
else could permanently prevent the recovery of France, brought
about by the thrift, energy and intelligence of her people.
By 1890 her army was practically as strong as Germany's, and
her financial position was so healthy that she had plenty of
funds for investment in foreign countries. Thus, when the
Reinsurance Treaty expired, Russia was glad to form an
alliance with such an eligible partner. To be sure there
seemed to be something almost unnatural in a partnership
between the most reactionary despotism and the most en-
lightened republic in Europe; but each of them saw in the
Triple Alliance a permanent obstruction to its dearest hopes—
France to the recovery of Alsace-Lorraine, and Russia to the
acquisition of Constantinople, So in the summer of 1891 the
French fleet visited Kronstadt, where the Czar listened bare-
headed to his bands playing the Marseillaise—the battle-hymn
of democracy; and the two Governments made a tentative
agreement to act together should either be threatened by any
of the Triple Alliance Powers.
The Kaiser was much alarmed, and tried to wean Russia
from such a " degrading connection " ; but in the course of
the next year a new cause of dissension between him and the
Czar cropped up. One of his first acts after his accession had
been to enter upon close relations with the Sultan of Turkey;
and he was now negotiating for commercial concessions based
on a railway through Asia Minor to be financed with German
money and constructed by German engineers. This would
check all Russian ambitions in these parts, especially as the
Berlin-Bagdad railway would also increase the influence of
the Teutonic Powers in the Balkan Peninsula.
Thus in 1894 the vague Franco-Russian agreement was
turned into a formal military convention stipulating in what

